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Chapter 4: Results: Biological Resources, Discussion of

Impacts and Mitigation

along the Calloway Canal, with alimited impact along Emery Ditch. There would be

no impacts on the Friant-Kern Canal.

IMPACTS ON WATERS OF THE U.S.

TABLE 6

At-grade Widening®

Grade Separation at Landco Drive?

Permanent | Temporary | Total Permanent | Temporary | Total
Existing I mpact I mpact I mpact Impact I mpact I mpact
WOUS (Acres) (Acres) (Acres) (Acres) (Acres) (Acres) (Acres)
Calloway Canal
Wetlands 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Open Water 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Other Non-wetland Waters 5.414 0.001 0.055 0.056 0.000 0.000 0.000
Friant-Kern Canal
Wetlands 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Open Water 0.987 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Other Non-wetland Waters 1.148 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Emery Ditch
Wetlands 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Open Water 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Other Non-wetland Waters 0.369 0.001 0.000 0.001 0.000 0.000 0.000
Total | 7.918 0.002 0.055 0.057 0.000 0.000 0.000

& Source: HNTB Corporation design plans for the Rosedale Highway Widening Project.
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TABLE 7

IMPACTS ON WATERS OF THE STATE

At-grade Widening? Grade Separation at Landco Drive?
Permanent | Permanent Permanent | Permanent
I mpact Impact Temporary | Total Impact Impact | Temporary | Total
CDFG Existing | Structural Shade’ Impact Impact | Structural Shade’ Impact I mpact
Jurisdiction (Acres) (Acres)® (Acres) (Acres) (Acres) (Acres)® (Acres) (Acres) (Acres)
Calloway Canal 6.768 0.001 0.029 0.026* 0.056 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Friant-Kern Canal 1.974 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Emery Ditch 0.577 0.002 0.000 0.000 0.002 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Total | 9.319 0.003 0.029 0.026 0.058 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

Source: HNTB Corporation design plans for the Rosedale Highway Widening Project.

Structural impact relates specifically to any structure such as aroadway, bridge abutment, or bridge column that islocated within jurisdictional area
that will permanently displace the jurisdictional areawith the structure(s).
Shade impacts specifically relate to structures placed over ajurisdictional areathat produce shade in areas that were not previously shaded. Shade
reduces access to direct sunlight that, in turn, affects the growth of plant species that could occur within these jurisdictional areas; therefore, these
areas should be considered a biological resource impact.

The temporary impact does not include the footprint of the bridge expansion.

4.1.1.4 Compensatory Mitigation

Due to the small affect of the Proposed Build Alternative on areas under the
jurisdiction of the USACE, RWQCB, and the CDFG, replacement habitat to
compensate for the loss of habitat for the Proposed Build Alternative will be
incorporated into the Jurisdictional Habitat Replacement Plan developed for the
Westside Parkway project (currently under development) or there would be a
payment of an in-lieu fee. This provides a more comprehensive approach to
minimizing impacts on these resources.

4.1.1.5 Cumulative Impacts

Due to the implementation of the above-described avoidance, minimization, and
mitigation measures, the proposed project will have no cumulative effect on
jurisdictional resources.

4.2. Special-Status Plant Species in the BSA

Twenty-seven special-status plant species are known to occur within aten-mile radius
of the BSA and are listed in Table 4. No special-status plant species were observed
during focused surveys of the BSA and are not expected to occur due to lack of
suitable habitat (Appendix D). There will be no effect on these species and no
mitigation measures are required.

38 Rosedale Highway Widening Natural Environment Study
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Chapter 4: Results: Biological Resources, Discussion of
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4.3. Special-Status Animal Species Occurrences

Thirty-eight special-status wildlife species are known to occur within a ten-mile
radius of the BSA and are listed in Table 5. Most of these special-status wildlife
Species are associated with particular habitat types that are absent from the BSA. Of
these 38 special-status wildlife species, 5 have potentia to or are known to occur in
the BSA. To assess impacts on specia-status animal species and their habitat, the
total impact of the proposed project on vegetation types that provide habitat for these
animals was eval uated.

4.3.1. Discussion of the Southwestern Pond Turtle

Southwestern pond turtle is a California Species of Special Concern. The
southwestern pond turtle occurs primarily in freshwater rivers, streams, lakes, ponds,
vernal pools, and seasonal wetlands with basking sites such as logs, banks, or other
suitable areas above water level. However, it can aso occur in irrigation ditches
(Stebbins 2003). This species has been reported within 10 miles of the BSA
(CDFG 20083, 2010a); however, location information is sensitive and cannot be
released to protect this species from collectors.

4.3.1.1 Survey Results

No southwestern pond turtles were observed during surveys; however, suitable
habitat for this species is present along the Calloway Canal and Emery Ditch within
the BSA. Therefore, southwestern pond turtle has limited potential to occur in the
BSA.

4.3.1.2 Avoidance and Minimization Efforts

Prior to construction along the Calloway Cana and Emery Ditch, a focused survey
for southwestern pond turtle will be conducted by a qualified Biologist (i.e., one
holding a CDFG Memorandum of Understanding for this species) no more than
24 hours prior to onset of construction. If no southwestern pond turtles are observed,
no further mitigation would be necessary.

If this species is observed on or adjacent to the project site, a qualified biologist, in
coordination with the CDFG, will capture and relocate the turtle to appropriate habitat
at a safe distance from the construction site.

Rosedale Highway Widening 39
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4.3.1.3 Project Impacts

Direct impacts to southwestern pond turtle could occur as a result of instream
construction in Calloway Canal and Emery Ditch. Construction activities near the
stream could also temporarily reduce the availability of upland retreat sites for the
turtle. If pond turtles are present in the waterway in the immediate vicinity of
construction, they can usually disperse away from such disturbance without difficulty.

Potential water quality impacts associated with instream construction and roadway
runoff could threaten southwestern pond turtles. Implementation of the above
Avoidance and Minimization Measures, along with implementation of BMP's while
working in and around waterways will ensure that the proposed project will not
directly injure or kill any southwestern pond turtles or impact its habitat.

4.3.1.4 Compensatory Mitigation

With the incorporation of the avoidance and minimization measure listed above in
Section 4.3.1.2, no mitigation would be necessary.

4.3.1.5 Cumulative Impacts

With the implementation of the measures listed above in Section 4.3.1.2, the proposed
project will have no cumulative impact on this species.

4.3.2. Discussion of White-Tailed Kite

White-tailed kite is a California Fully Protected species. This speciesis an uncommon
to locally fairly common resident in coastal southern California, and arare visitor and
local nester on the western edge of the deserts (Garrett and Dunn 1981). Kites nest
primarily in oaks (Quercus spp.), willows (Salix spp.), and sycamores (Platanus
racemosa). White-tailed kite has been reported nesting approximately three miles
south of the BSA aong the Kern River (CDFG 2008a, 2010a).

4.3.2.1 Survey Results

No white-tailed kites were observed during surveys. No suitable nesting habitat is
present for this speciesin the BSA. Limited suitable foraging habitat is present in the
BSA. Therefore, this species has a limited potential to occur in the BSA for foraging,
but it is not expected to occur for nesting.

40 Rosedale Highway Widening Natural Environment Study
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for Special Laws or Conditions

5.5.4.3 Compensatory Mitigation

With the incorporation of the Avoidance and Minimization Measures listed in Section
5.5.4.1, no mitigation will be necessary.

5.6. Construction Monitoring

It is recommended that prior to the initiation of any grading and/or
construction-related activity involving the disturbance and/or removal of any
vegetation associated with project implementation, the project proponent will install
fencing, flagging, lathe and rope, or other device to delineate the maximum
disturbance limits acceptable to and under the supervision of a qualified Biological
Monitor. It is recommended that the Biological Monitor be on site during the initial
vegetation clearing as well as on an as-needed basis to assist the project proponent in
complying with the project mitigation measures and to provide guidance in avoiding
and/or minimizing impacts on biological resources.

Rosedale Highway Widening Natural Environment Study 61
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Refinery south of Rosedale Highway facing southwest.
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Developed/ornamental along Rosedale Highway facing northeast.

Developed/ornamental along Rosedale Highway facing northwest.
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View of Calloway Canal undercrossing.

View of open water and concrete-lined banks of the Friant-Kern Canal.
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Non-native grassland in Emery Ditch.
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: FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office
2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, California 95825

March 18, 2011
Document Number: 110318080218

Patricia Moyer

Caltrans, District 6

Southern San Joaquin Valley Environmental Management Branch
Fresno, CA

Subject: Species List for Rosedale Highway Widening Project
Dear: Ms. Moyer

We are sending this official species list in response to your March 18, 2011 request for
information about endangered and threatened species. The list covers the California counties
and/or U.S. Geological Survey 7% minute quad or quads you requested.

Our database was developed primarily to assist Federal agencies that are consulting with us.
Therefore, our lists include all of the sensitive species that have been found in a certain area and
also ones that may be affected by projects in the area. For example, a fish may be on the list for
a quad if it lives somewhere downstream from that quad. Birds are included even if they only
migrate through an area. In other words, we include all of the species we want people to consider
when they do something that affects the environment.

Please read Important Information About Your Species List (below). It explains how we made
the list and describes your responsibilities under the Endangered Species Act.

Our database is constantly updated as species are proposed, listed and delisted. If you address
proposed and candidate species in your planning, this should not be a problem. However, we
recommend that you get an updated list every 90 days. That would be June 16, 2011.

Please contact us if your project may affect endangered or threatened species or if you have any
questions about the attached list or your responsibilities under the Endangered Species Act. A list



of Endangered Species Program contacts can be found at
www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/branches.htm.

Endangered Species Division
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office

Federal Endangered and Threatened Species that Occur in
or may be Affected by Projects in the Counties and/or
U.S.G.S. 7 1/2 Minute Quads you requested

Document Number: 110318080218

Database Last Updated: April 29, 2010

Quad Lists

Listed Species

Invertebrates

e Branchinecta lynchi
o vernal pool fairy shrimp (T)

o Desmocerus californicus dimorphus
o valley elderberry longhorn beetle (T)

Fish

e Hypomesus transpacificus
o delta smelt (T)

Amphibians

e Rana draytonii
o California red-legged frog (T)

Reptiles

e Gambelia (=Crotaphytus) sila
o blunt-nosed leopard lizard (E)

e Thamnophis gigas
o giant garter snake (T)

Birds

o Empidonax traillii extimus



o southwestern willow flycatcher (E)

Mammals

o Dipodomys ingens
o giant kangaroo rat (E)

o Dipodomys nitratoides nitratoides
o Tipton kangaroo rat (E)

e Sorex ornatus relictus
o Buena Vista Lake shrew (E)

e Vulpes macrotis mutica
o San Joaquin kit fox (E)

Plants

o Caulanthus californicus
o California jewelflower (E)

o Eremalche kernensis
o Kern mallow (E)

e Monolopia congdonii (=Lembertia congdonii)
o San Joaquin woolly-threads (E)

e Opuntia treleasei
o Bakersfield cactus (E)

Quads Containing Listed, Proposed or Candidate Species:

OIL CENTER (239B)
LAMONT (239C)
OILDALE (240A)
ROSEDALE (240B)
STEVENS (240C)
GOSFORD (240D)

RIO BRAVO (241A)



TUPMAN (241D)
FAMOSO (263C)
NORTH OF OILDALE (263D)

WASCO (264D)

County Lists

No county species lists requested.

Key:
e (E) Endangered - Listed as being in danger of extinction.
e (T) Threatened - Listed as likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future.
o (P) Proposed - Officially proposed in the Federal Register for listing as endangered or threatened.
e (NMFS) Species under the Jurisdiction of the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration

Fisheries Service. Consult with them directly about these species.

« Critical Habitat - Area essential to the conservation of a species.

e (PX) Proposed Critical Habitat - The species is already listed. Critical habitat is being proposed for
it.

e (C) Candidate - Candidate to become a proposed species.

e (V) Vacated by a court order. Not currently in effect. Being reviewed by the Service.

e (X) Critical Habitat designated for this species

Important Information About Your Species List

How We Make Species Lists

We store information about endangered and threatened species lists by U.S. Geological Survey 7% minute
quads. The United States is divided into these quads, which are about the size of San Francisco.

The animals on your species list are ones that occur within, or may be affected by projects within, the quads
covered by the list.

« Fish and other aquatic species appear on your list if they are in the same watershed as your quad or
if water use in your quad might affect them.

o Amphibians will be on the list for a quad or county if pesticides applied in that area may be carried
to their habitat by air currents.

« Birds are shown regardless of whether they are resident or migratory. Relevant birds on the county
list should be considered regardless of whether they appear on a quad list.



Plants

Any plants on your list are ones that have actually been observed in the area covered by the list. Plants may
exist in an area without ever having been detected there. You can find out what's in the surrounding quads
through the California Native Plant Society's online_Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants.

Surveying

Some of the species on your list may not be affected by your project. A trained biologist and/or botanist,
familiar with the habitat requirements of the species on your list, should determine whether they or habitats
suitable for them may be affected by your project. We recommend that your surveys include any proposed
and candidate species on your list.

See our Protocol and Recovery Permits pages.

For plant surveys, we recommend using the Guidelines for Conducting and Reporting Botanical
Inventories. The results of your surveys should be published in any environmental documents prepared for
your project.

Your Responsibilities Under the Endangered Species Act

All animals identified as listed above are fully protected under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended. Section 9 of the Act and its implementing regulations prohibit the take of a federally listed
wildlife species. Take is defined by the Act as "to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, Kill, trap,
capture, or collect” any such animal.

Take may include significant habitat modification or degradation where it actually kills or injures wildlife
by significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding, or shelter (50 CFR
§17.3).

Take incidental to an otherwise lawful activity may be authorized by one of two procedures:

o If a Federal agency is involved with the permitting, funding, or carrying out of a project that may
result in take, then that agency must engage in a formal consultation with the Service.

« During formal consultation, the Federal agency, the applicant and the Service work together to avoid
or minimize the impact on listed species and their habitat. Such consultation would result in a
biological opinion by the Service addressing the anticipated effect of the project on listed and
proposed species. The opinion may authorize a limited level of incidental take.

« If no Federal agency is involved with the project, and federally listed species may be taken as part of
the project, then you, the applicant, should apply for an incidental take permit. The Service may
issue such a permit if you submit a satisfactory conservation plan for the species that would be
affected by your project.

e Should your survey determine that federally listed or proposed species occur in the area and are
likely to be affected by the project, we recommend that you work with this office and the California
Department of Fish and Game to develop a plan that minimizes the project's direct and indirect
impacts to listed species and compensates for project-related loss of habitat. You should include the
plan in any environmental documents you file.



Critical Habitat

When a species is listed as endangered or threatened, areas of habitat considered essential to its
conservation may be designated as critical habitat. These areas may require special management
considerations or protection. They provide needed space for growth and normal behavior; food, water, air,
light, other nutritional or physiological requirements; cover or shelter; and sites for breeding, reproduction,
rearing of offspring, germination or seed dispersal.

Although critical habitat may be designated on private or State lands, activities on these lands are not
restricted unless there is Federal involvement in the activities or direct harm to listed wildlife.

If any species has proposed or designated critical habitat within a quad, there will be a separate line for this
on the species list. Boundary descriptions of the critical habitat may be found in the Federal Register. The
information is also reprinted in the Code of Federal Regulations (50 CFR 17.95). See our Map Room page.

Candidate Species

We recommend that you address impacts to candidate species. We put plants and animals on our candidate
list when we have enough scientific information to eventually propose them for listing as threatened or
endangered. By considering these species early in your planning process you may be able to avoid the
problems that could develop if one of these candidates was listed before the end of your project.

Species of Concern

The Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office no longer maintains a list of species of concern. However, various
other agencies and organizations maintain lists of at-risk species. These lists provide essential information
for land management planning and conservation efforts. More info

Wetlands

If your project will impact wetlands, riparian habitat, or other jurisdictional waters as defined by section
404 of the Clean Water Act and/or section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, you will need to obtain a
permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Impacts to wetland habitats require site specific mitigation
and monitoring. For questions regarding wetlands, please contact Mark Littlefield of this office at (916)
414-6520.

Updates
Our database is constantly updated as species are proposed, listed and delisted. If you address proposed and

candidate species in your planning, this should not be a problem. However, we recommend that you get an
updated list every 90 days. That would be June 16, 2011.
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November 16, 2010
Document Number: 101116021940
Subject: Species List for State Route 58 (Rosedale Highway) Widening Project
Dear: Interested party

We are sending this official species list in response to your November 16, 2010 request for
information about endangered and threatened species. The list covers the California counties
and/or U.S. Geological Survey 7% minute quad or quads you requested.

Our database was developed primarily to assist Federal agencies that are consulting with us.
Therefore, our lists include all of the sensitive species that have been found in a certain area and
also ones that may be affected by projects in the area. For example, a fish may be on the list for
a quad if it lives somewhere downstream from that quad. Birds are included even if they only
migrate through an area. In other words, we include all of the species we want people to consider
when they do something that affects the environment.

Please read Important Information About Your Species List (below). It explains how we made the
list and describes your responsibilities under the Endangered Species Act.

Our database is constantly updated as species are proposed, listed and delisted. If you address
proposed and candidate species in your planning, this should not be a problem. However, we
recommend that you get an updated list every 90 days. That would be February 14, 2011.

Please contact us if your project may affect endangered or threatened species or if you have any
questions about the attached list or your responsibilities under the Endangered Species Act. A list
of Endangered Species Program contacts can be found at
www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/branches.htm.

Endangered Species Division

TAKE F'FE]DE‘EE &
'NAM ER ICA_“.,;“

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp lists/auto letter.cfm 11/16/2010
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office

Federal Endangered and Threatened Species that Occur in
or may be Affected by Projects in the Counties and/or
U.S.G.S. 7 1/2 Minute Quads you requested

Document Number: 101116021940
Database Last Updated: April 29, 2010

Quad Lists

Listed Species

Invertebrates
Branchinecta lynchi
vernal pool fairy shrimp (T)

Desmocerus californicus dimorphus
valley elderberry longhorn beetle (T)
Fish
Hypomesus transpacificus
delta smelt (T)
Amphibians
Rana draytonii
California red-legged frog (T)
Reptiles
Gambelia (=Crotaphytus) sila
blunt-nosed leopard lizard (E)
Thamnophis gigas
giant garter snake (T)
Birds
Empidonax traillii extimus
southwestern willow flycatcher (E)
Mammals
Dipodomys ingens
giant kangaroo rat (E)
Dipodomys nitratoides nitratoides
Tipton kangaroo rat (E)
Sorex ornatus relictus
Buena Vista Lake shrew (E)
Vulpes macrotis mutica
San Joaquin kit fox (E)

Plants
Caulanthus californicus
California jewelflower (E)

Eremalche kernensis
Kern mallow (E)

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp lists/auto list.cfm 11/16/2010
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Monolopia congdonii (=Lembertia congdonii)
San Joaquin woolly-threads (E)

Opuntia treleasei
Bakersfield cactus (E)

Quads Containing Listed, Proposed or Candidate Species:

OIL CENTER (239B)
LAMONT (239C)
OILDALE (240A)
ROSEDALE (240B)
STEVENS (240C)
GOSFORD (240D)
RIO BRAVO (241A)
TUPMAN (241D)
FAMOSO (263C)
NORTH OF OILDALE (263D)
WASCO (264D)

County Lists
No county species lists requested.

Key:

(E) Endangered - Listed as being in danger of extinction.
(T) Threatened - Listed as likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future.
(P) Proposed - Officially proposed in the Federal Register for listing as endangered or threatened.

(NMFS) Species under the Jurisdiction of the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration Fisheries Service.
Consult with them directly about these species.

Critical Habitat - Area essential to the conservation of a species.

(PX) Proposed Critical Habitat - The species is already listed. Critical habitat is being proposed for it.
(C) Candidate - Candidate to become a proposed species.

(V) Vacated by a court order. Not currently in effect. Being reviewed by the Service.

(X) Critical Habitat designated for this species

Important Information About Your Species List

How We Make Species Lists

We store information about endangered and threatened species lists by U.S. Geological
Survey 7% minute quads. The United States is divided into these quads, which are about the
size of San Francisco.

The animals on your species list are ones that occur within, or may be affected by projects
within, the quads covered by the list.

Fish and other aquatic species appear on your list if they are in the same watershed as your
quad or if water use in your quad might affect them.

Amphibians will be on the list for a quad or county if pesticides applied in that area may be
carried to their habitat by air currents.

Birds are shown regardless of whether they are resident or migratory. Relevant birds on the

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp lists/auto list.cfm 11/16/2010
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county list should be considered regardless of whether they appear on a quad list.

Plants

Any plants on your list are ones that have actually been observed in the area covered by the
list. Plants may exist in an area without ever having been detected there. You can find out
what's in the surrounding quads through the California Native Plant Society's online
Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants.

Surveying

Some of the species on your list may not be affected by your project. A trained biologist
and/or botanist, familiar with the habitat requirements of the species on your list, should
determine whether they or habitats suitable for them may be affected by your project. We
recommend that your surveys include any proposed and candidate species on your list.
See our Protocol and Recovery Permits pages.

For plant surveys, we recommend using the Guidelines for Conducting and Reporting
Botanical Inventories. The results of your surveys should be published in any environmental
documents prepared for your project.

Your Responsibilities Under the Endangered Species Act

All animals identified as listed above are fully protected under the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended. Section 9 of the Act and its implementing regulations prohibit the take of
a federally listed wildlife species. Take is defined by the Act as "to harass, harm, pursue,
hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect" any such animal.

Take may include significant habitat modification or degradation where it actually Kills or
injures wildlife by significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding,
feeding, or shelter (50 CFR §17.3).

Take incidental to an otherwise lawful activity may be authorized by one of two
procedures:

e If a Federal agency is involved with the permitting, funding, or carrying out of a project that may
result in take, then that agency must engage in a formal consultation with the Service.

During formal consultation, the Federal agency, the applicant and the Service work together to
avoid or minimize the impact on listed species and their habitat. Such consultation would result
in a biological opinion by the Service addressing the anticipated effect of the project on listed and
proposed species. The opinion may authorize a limited level of incidental take.

e If no Federal agency is involved with the project, and federally listed species may be taken as
part of the project, then you, the applicant, should apply for an incidental take permit. The
Service may issue such a permit if you submit a satisfactory conservation plan for the species
that would be affected by your project.

Should your survey determine that federally listed or proposed species occur in the area and are
likely to be affected by the project, we recommend that you work with this office and the
California Department of Fish and Game to develop a plan that minimizes the project's direct and
indirect impacts to listed species and compensates for project-related loss of habitat. You should
include the plan in any environmental documents you file.

Critical Habitat

When a species is listed as endangered or threatened, areas of habitat considered essential
to its conservation may be designated as critical habitat. These areas may require special
management considerations or protection. They provide needed space for growth and
normal behavior; food, water, air, light, other nutritional or physiological requirements;

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp lists/auto list.cfm 11/16/2010
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cover or shelter; and sites for breeding, reproduction, rearing of offspring, germination or
seed dispersal.

Although critical habitat may be designated on private or State lands, activities on these
lands are not restricted unless there is Federal involvement in the activities or direct harm to
listed wildlife.

If any species has proposed or designated critical habitat within a quad, there will be a
separate line for this on the species list. Boundary descriptions of the critical habitat may be
found in the Federal Register. The information is also reprinted in the Code of Federal
Regulations (50 CFR 17.95). See our Map Room page.

Candidate Species

We recommend that you address impacts to candidate species. We put plants and animals
on our candidate list when we have enough scientific information to eventually propose them
for listing as threatened or endangered. By considering these species early in your planning
process you may be able to avoid the problems that could develop if one of these candidates
was listed before the end of your project.

Species of Concern

The Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office no longer maintains a list of species of concern.
However, various other agencies and organizations maintain lists of at-risk species. These
lists provide essential information for land management planning and conservation efforts.
More info

Wetlands

If your project will impact wetlands, riparian habitat, or other jurisdictional waters as defined
by section 404 of the Clean Water Act and/or section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, you
will need to obtain a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Impacts to wetland
habitats require site specific mitigation and monitoring. For questions regarding wetlands,
please contact Mark Littlefield of this office at (916) 414-6580.

Updates

Our database is constantly updated as species are proposed, listed and delisted. If you
address proposed and candidate species in your planning, this should not be a problem.
However, we recommend that you get an updated list every 90 days. That would be
February 14, 2011.

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp lists/auto list.cfm 11/16/2010
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United States
Department of the
Interior
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SERVICE

SERVICE

Sacramento Fish and
Wildlife Office
2800 Cottage Way, Room
W-2605
Sacramento, California
95825

March 12, 2008
Document Number: 080312092632

BonTerra Consulting
151 Kalmus Drive Suite E-200
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Subject: Species List for Rosedale Highway Widening Project
Dear: Interested party

We are sending this official species list in response to your March 12, 2008 request for
information about endangered and threatened species. The list covers the California counties and/
or U.S. Geological Survey 7%2 minute quad or quads you requested.

Our database was developed primarily to assist Federal agencies that are consulting with us.
Therefore, our lists include all of the sensitive species that have been found in a certain area and
also ones that may be affected by projects in the area. For example, a fish may be on the list for
a quad if it lives somewhere downstream from that quad. Birds are included even if they only
migrate through an area. In other words, we include all of the species we want people to
consider when they do something that affects the environment.

Please read Important Information About Your Species List (below). It explains how we made the
list and describes your responsibilities under the Endangered Species Act.

Our database is constantly updated as species are proposed, listed and delisted. If you address
proposed and candidate species in your planning, this should not be a problem. However, we
recommend that you get an updated list every 90 days. That would be June 10, 2008.

Please contact us if your project may affect endangered or threatened species or if you have any

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp_lists/auto_letter.cfm (1 of 2)3/12/2008 8:30:51 AM
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questions about the attached list or your responsibilities under the Endangered Species Act. A list
of Endangered Species Program contacts can be found at www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/branches.

htm.

Endangered Species Division
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INAMERiCA—-i“
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Federal Endangered and Threatened Species that Occur in
or may be Affected by Projects in the Counties and/or
U.S.G.S. 7 1/2 Minute Quads you requested

Document Number: 080312092632
Database Last Updated: January 31, 2008

Quad Lists

Listed Species

Invertebrates
Branchinecta lynchi
vernal pool fairy shrimp (T)
Desmocerus californicus dimorphus
valley elderberry longhorn beetle (T)
Fish
Hypomesus transpacificus
delta smelt (T)
Amphibians
Rana aurora draytonii
California red-legged frog (T)
Reptiles
Gambelia (=Crotaphytus) sila
blunt-nosed leopard lizard (E)
Thamnophis gigas
giant garter snake (T)
Mammals
Dipodomys ingens
giant kangaroo rat (E)
Dipodomys nitratoides nitratoides
Tipton kangaroo rat (E)
Sorex ornatus relictus
Buena Vista Lake shrew (E)
Vulpes macrotis mutica
San Joaquin kit fox (E)
Plants
Eremalche kernensis
Kern mallow (E)

Quads Containing Listed, Proposed or Candidate Species:

OILDALE (240A)
ROSEDALE (240B)
RIO BRAVO (241A)

County Lists
No county species lists requested.
Key:

(E) Endangered - Listed as being in danger of extinction.

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp lists/auto list.cfm 3/12/2008
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(T) Threatened - Listed as likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future.
(P) Proposed - Officially proposed in the Federal Register for listing as endangered or threatened.

(NMFS) Species under the Jurisdiction of the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration Fisheries Service.
Consult with them directly about these species.

Critical Habitat - Area essential to the conservation of a species.

(PX) Proposed Critical Habitat - The species is already listed. Critical habitat is being proposed for it.
(C) Candidate - Candidate to become a proposed species.

(V) Vacated by a court order. Not currently in effect. Being reviewed by the Service.

(X) Critical Habitat designated for this species

Important Information About Your Species List

How We Make Species Lists

We store information about endangered and threatened species lists by U.S. Geological Survey 7%
minute quads. The United States is divided into these quads, which are about the size of San
Francisco.

The animals on your species list are ones that occur within, or may be affected by projects within,
the quads covered by the list.
e Fish and other aquatic species appear on your list if they are in the same watershed as your
quad or if water use in your quad might affect them.

¢ Amphibians will be on the list for a quad or county if pesticides applied in that area may be
carried to their habitat by air currents.

e Birds are shown regardless of whether they are resident or migratory. Relevant birds on the
county list should be considered regardless of whether they appear on a quad list.

Plants

Any plants on your list are ones that have actually been observed in the area covered by the list.
Plants may exist in an area without ever having been detected there. You can find out what's in the
surrounding quads through the California Native Plant Society's online_Inventory of Rare and
Endangered Plants.

Surveying

Some of the species on your list may not be affected by your project. A trained biologist or botanist,
familiar with the habitat requirements of the species on your list, should determine whether they or
habitats suitable for them may be affected by your project. We recommend that your surveys include
any proposed and candidate species on your list.

For plant surveys, we recommend using the Guidelines for Conducting and Reporting Botanical
Inventories. The results of your surveys should be published in any environmental documents prepared
for your project.

Your Responsibilities Under the Endangered Species Act

All animals identified as listed above are fully protected under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended. Section 9 of the Act and its implementing regulations prohibit the take of a federally listed
wildlife species. Take is defined by the Act as "to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap,
capture, or collect" any such animal.

Take may include significant habitat modification or degradation where it actually Kills or
injures wildlife by significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding,
feeding, or shelter (50 CFR §17.3).

Take incidental to an otherwise lawful activity may be authorized by one of two
procedures:

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp lists/auto list.cfm 3/12/2008



Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office, Species List Page 3 of 3

e If a Federal agency is involved with the permitting, funding, or carrying out of a project that may
result in take, then that agency must engage in a formal consultation with the Service.

During formal consultation, the Federal agency, the applicant and the Service work together to
avoid or minimize the impact on listed species and their habitat. Such consultation would result
in a biological opinion by the Service addressing the anticipated effect of the project on listed and
proposed species. The opinion may authorize a limited level of incidental take.

e If no Federal agency is involved with the project, and federally listed species may be taken as
part of the project, then you, the applicant, should apply for an incidental take permit. The
Service may issue such a permit if you submit a satisfactory conservation plan for the species
that would be affected by your project.

Should your survey determine that federally listed or proposed species occur in the area and are
likely to be affected by the project, we recommend that you work with this office and the
California Department of Fish and Game to develop a plan that minimizes the project's direct and
indirect impacts to listed species and compensates for project-related loss of habitat. You should
include the plan in any environmental documents you file.

Critical Habitat

When a species is listed as endangered or threatened, areas of habitat considered essential to its
conservation may be designated as critical habitat. These areas may require special management
considerations or protection. They provide needed space for growth and normal behavior; food, water,
air, light, other nutritional or physiological requirements; cover or shelter; and sites for breeding,
reproduction, rearing of offspring, germination or seed dispersal.

Although critical habitat may be designated on private or State lands, activities on these lands are not
restricted unless there is Federal involvement in the activities or direct harm to listed wildlife.

If any species has proposed or designated critical habitat within a quad, there will be a separate line
for this on the species list. Boundary descriptions of the critical habitat may be found in the Federal
Register. The information is also reprinted in the Code of Federal Regulations (50 CFR 17.95). See our
critical habitat page for maps.

Candidate Species

We recommend that you address impacts to candidate species. We put plants and animals on our
candidate list when we have enough scientific information to eventually propose them for listing as
threatened or endangered. By considering these species early in your planning process you may be
able to avoid the problems that could develop if one of these candidates was listed before the end of
your project.

Species of Concern

The Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office no longer maintains a list of species of concern. However,
various other agencies and organizations maintain lists of at-risk species. These lists provide essential
information for land management planning and conservation efforts. More info

Wetlands

If your project will impact wetlands, riparian habitat, or other jurisdictional waters as defined by
section 404 of the Clean Water Act and/or section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, you will need to
obtain a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Impacts to wetland habitats require site
specific mitigation and monitoring. For questions regarding wetlands, please contact Mark Littlefield of
this office at (916) 414-6580.

Updates

Our database is constantly updated as species are proposed, listed and delisted. If you address
proposed and candidate species in your planning, this should not be a problem. However, we
recommend that you get an updated list every 90 days. That would be June 10, 2008.
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